
ACCSC ACCREDITATION ALERT 
 

To:  ACCSC-Accredited Institutions and Other Interested Parties  
From:  Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director 
Date:  March 18, 2014 
Re:    Announcements and Revisions to the Standards of Accreditation 
  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REVISIONS TO THE STANDARDS OF ACCREDITATION 
 
Announcements: 
 New Commissioners – Appointments and Election Result 
 ACCSC New Student Letter – Now Available for Download 
 Notice from the Federal Trade Commission: Guides for Private Vocational and 

Distance Education Schools. 
Revisions: 
The Commission has issued guidance or made revisions to the Standards of Accreditation in the 
following areas: 

 Section X, Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation – Notification, 
and Information Sharing 

 Section IV (C), Substantive Standards, Standards of Accreditation – Student 
Recruitment, Advertising, and Disclosures 

 
For additional information related to this Accreditation Alert, please contact Michale S. 
McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director, at 703.247.4520 or mccomis@accsc.org. 
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New ACCSC Commissioners 
 

ACCSC is pleased to announce the following new additions who will serve as Commissioners: 

School Commissioner – Elected: 

Norbert Kreuzer 
Campus Director 

The Institute of Production and Recording – Minneapolis, Minnesota 
4-Year Term: July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2018  

 
School Commissioners – Appointed: 

Julie Basler, Ph.D. 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 

Platt College – Aurora, Colorado 
4-Year Term: July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2018  

 
David Cohen 

President/CEO and School Director 
Institute of Audio Research -- New York, New York 

2-Year Term: July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2016  
 
Public Commissioners – Appointed: 

Jerrold Foust 
Retired Educator  

4-Year Term: July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2018  
 

Mildred Lane, Ed.D. 
Duquesne University, Retired 

2-Year Term: July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2016  
 
 

ACCSC New Student Letter - Available for Download 
 
As part of its continued focus on member services, ACCSC’s Executive Director, Dr. Michale McComis, 
has issued a New Student Letter that schools may download and distribute to students upon acceptance 
and enrollment into their program of study. The intent of the letter is to provide an introduction to 
accreditation and to reinforce to new students that by attending an ACCSC-accredited institution, they are 
attending an institution that has undergone a rigorous process to ensure the quality of the education 
provided. It is ACCSC’s sincere hope that this letter further enhances students’ understanding of the 
critical role that accreditation serves.  ACCSC-accredited institutions are encouraged to incorporate this 
letter with any existing orientation packet that is provided to new students.  
 
Keep in mind that ACCSC also has a letter for graduates of ACCSC-accredited institutions which can be 
incorporated in the graduation packet for soon-to-be-graduates who are preparing to transition into the 
workforce. 
 
• The ACCSC New Student Letter can be downloaded on the ACCSC website or by clicking here. 
• The ACCSC Graduation Letter can be downloaded on the ACCSC website or by clicking here. 

http://www.accsc.org/UploadedDocuments/ACCSC%20New%20Student%20Letter%20112213.pdf
http://www.accsc.org/UploadedDocuments/ACCSC%20Graduate%20Letter.pdf
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Notice from the Federal Trade Commission 
Guides for Private Vocational and Distance Education Schools 

 
Effective November 18, 2013 the Federal Trade Commission  (‘‘FTC’’) completed its regulatory review 
of the Guides for Private Vocational and Distance Education Schools  (“Guides”) as part of its systematic 
review of all current FTC rules and guides and has issued revisions in the Federal Register. 
 
According to the FTC, these Guides represent administrative interpretations of laws administered by the 
Federal Trade Commission for the guidance of the public in conducting its affairs in conformance with 
legal requirements and specifically address the application of section 5 of the FTC Act (15 U.S.C. 45). 
The Guides cover advertising, promotion, marketing and sale of, and the recruitment of students for, 
courses or programs of instruction offered by private vocational or distance education schools. The 
adopted revisions highlighted in the November 18, 2013 Federal Register include:  

• §254.2 Deceptive trade or business names; 
• §254.3 Misrepresentation of extent or nature of accreditation or approval;  
• §254.4 Misrepresentation of facilities, services, qualifications of staff, status, and employment 

prospects for students after training; 
• §254.5 Misrepresentations of enrollment qualifications or limitations; and 
• §254.6 Deceptive use of diplomas, degrees, or certificates.  

 
A copy of the November 18, 2013 Federal Register Notice can be found by clicking here. 

More information from the FTC on the Guides for Private Vocational and Distance Education Schools 
can be found by clicking here. 
 

 
Notification, Information Sharing, and Disclosures 

 
As announced in the December 21, 2012 Call for Comment, ACCSC has reviewed its notification and 
information sharing policies set forth in Section X, Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of 
Accreditation and disclosure requirements set forth in Section IV, Substantive Standards, Standards of 
Accreditation. The Commission reviewed this matter closely taking into consideration the comments 
received from ACCSC-accredited institutions and has made revisions to these sections of the Standards of 
Accreditation.  
 
As outlined in the December 21, 2012 Call for Comment, ACCSC has consistently provided information 
to the public, governmental entities, and other accrediting agencies regarding the types of actions taken by 
ACCSC. The December 21, 2012 Call for Comment also stated that the Commission believes it is 
important to provide information that focuses on explaining accreditation in a manner that enhances the 
public’s understanding of what accreditation means and which promotes the sharing of information 
amongst regulatory partners (i.e., the triad). The Commission fully understands and appreciates that 
accreditation is a process that has many steps that may yield several different actions, the knowledge of 
which could be beneficial to its partners in the regulatory triad and the general public. Thus, going 
forward, ACCSC will be launching a multi-phase transparency initiative. The Commission believes that 
the adopted revision of its rules and standards with regard to notification, information sharing, and 
disclosures will continue to strengthen its partnership in the regulatory triad, add to the benefits for the 
general public, and keep ACCSC amongst the leading voices in the accreditation community. 
ACCSC’s transparency initiative includes the following: 

http://www.ftc.gov/sites/default/files/documents/federal_register_notices/2013/11/131118vocationalschools.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/sites/default/files/documents/federal_register_notices/2013/11/131118vocationalschools.pdf
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• ACCSC will publically disclose grants of initial and renewal of accreditation, substantive change 
approval, show cause orders, deferrals, probation, and adverse actions (i.e., revocation or denial of 
accreditation and denial of substantive changes) on its website. ACCSC will also include a copy of 
the school action letter for initial and renewal grants of accreditation as well as for probation actions 
and adverse actions.  

• ACCSC will publically disclose graduation rates and employment rates as reported to ACCSC in a 
school’s Annual Report via the searchable directory on the Commission’s website. 

• ACCSC will publish a fact sheet to include an explanation describing what each Commission action 
means (e.g., what does probation mean). 

• ACCSC will require schools to disclose both the graduation rates and employment rates, by program, 
for all programs offered at the school as reported to ACCSC. Generally, this means the data most 
recently reported to the Commission in the ACCSC Annual Report. A school, however, should update 
its disclosure of the graduation and employment rates if a subsequent submission of those rates has 
been made to the Commission (e.g., a school on Outcomes Reporting submits an interim report using 
a December Report Date). The Commission understands that such disclosures may take some time to 
prepare and as such schools will be required to meet this requirement by July 1, 2014.   

 
The Commission will phase the transparency initiative into its notification and information sharing 
protocols over the next several quarterly Commission meetings. It is important to the Commission that the 
information shared in all cases be fully accurate and as such the Commission is taking steps to ensure 
proper methods are used for these new information sharing requirements.  
 
Accordingly, the Commission adopted the following revised language in Section X (A)(C)&(D), Rules of 
Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation and Section IV (C)(3), Substantive Standards, 
Standards of Accreditation.  

 
 
SECTION X – NOTIFICATION AND INFORMATION SHARING 
 
A. Scope of Public Information 

1. The Commission will make available to the public and may publish in official ACCSC 
publications, including its website and Directory of Accredited Schools, the following 
information: 

a. The Standards of Accreditation; 

b. Each accredited school’s name, physical address, telephone number, email address, website 
address, and director; 

c. The accredited or non-accredited status of a school; 

d. The date of a school’s initial accreditation, renewal of accreditation, or previous term of 
accreditation; 

e. The current term of a school’s accreditation; 

f. A list of a school’s approved programs; 

g. The graduation and graduate employment rates for each approved program as reported in the 
school’s ACCSC Annual Report; 

h. Information pertaining to actions taken by the Commission as described in these Rules; and 
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i. The date of a school’s voluntary withdrawal of accreditation and status of the school’s 
accreditation as of that date (e.g., operating under Reporting, a Show Cause Order, Probation 
Order, etc.). 

2. Confidentiality of Records: Information pertaining to the Commission’s actions is confidential 
and is not shared with third parties, other ACCSC school members, the press, or the public, 
except as authorized by a school or as required by these Rules, government regulation, judicial or 
administrative process, and other legal requirements. 

*** 
 
C. Notification of Commission Actions to Government Entities and Other Accrediting Agencies 
 

1. The Commission, no later than 30 days after making the decision, will provide written notice to 
the U.S. Department of Education, the appropriate state licensing agency, and other accrediting 
agencies of a decision by the Commission to grant initial accreditation or renewal of 
accreditation. The Commission will provide written notice to the U.S. Department of Education, 
the appropriate state licensing agency, and other accrediting agencies of other school actions in a 
timely manner as deemed appropriate. 

2. The Commission, at the same time it notifies the school,1 will provide notice and the reasons why 
a school is placed on Probation to the U.S. Department of Education, the appropriate state 
licensing agency, and other accrediting agencies. 

3. The Commission, at the same time it notifies the school, will provide the same notice to the U.S. 
Department of Education, the appropriate state licensing agency, and other accrediting agencies, 
of an action subject to appeal along with the reasons for the Commission’s action and information 
pertaining to the ACCSC appeal process.  

4. The Commission, no later than 60 days after a final decision to deny or withdraw accreditation, 
will make available to the U.S. Department of Education, the appropriate state licensing agency, 
and other accrediting agencies the reasons for the Commission’s decision and the comments, if 
any, that the affected school has submitted with regard to that decision. A final decision to deny 
or withdraw accreditation is one reached after a school has exhausted the appeals process 
provided for under Section VIII, Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation or 
that becomes effective after a school has opted not to avail itself of its appeal rights within the 
prescribed time frame. 

5. The Commission, no later than 30 days after the Commission has received notice of a decision by 
a school to voluntarily withdraw its accreditation, will provide written notice to the U.S. 
Department of Education, the appropriate state licensing agency, other accrediting agencies, and 
the public of such decision. 

 
D. Disclosure of Commission Actions to the Public  

1. The Commission, no later than 30 days after making the decision, will make public any final 
decision to grant initial accreditation or renewal of accreditation. The Commission will make 
public other school actions in a timely manner as deemed appropriate. 

2. The Commission, at the same time it notifies the school, will make public a decision to place a 
school on Probation and provide the reasons why a school is placed on Probation. 

                                                      
1 As used throughout this section, “at the same time” means within 24 hours from when the Commission sends the notice to the 
school. 
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3. The Commission, at the same time it notifies the school, will make public an action subject to 
appeal. The reasons for the Commission’s action will also be made public along with information 
pertaining to the ACCSC appeal process. 

4. The Commission, no later than 60 days after a final decision to deny or withdraw accreditation, 
will make public the reasons for the decision together with any comments submitted by the 
school. A decision to deny or withdraw accreditation becomes final when a school has exhausted 
the appeals process provided for under Section VIII, Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards 
of Accreditation or that becomes effective after a school has failed to avail itself of its appeal 
rights within the prescribed time frame. 

*** 
 
SECTION IV – STUDENT RECRUITMENT, ADVERTISING, AND DISCLOSURES 
 
C.  Disclosures 

A school makes accurate disclosures as follows:  

3. Student Achievement Rates2 

A school discloses, minimally, the graduation and graduate employment rates by program as last 
reported to the Commission. The disclosure of each program’s graduation and graduate 
employment rate is accurate, not intended to mislead, and includes the program population base 
and time frame upon which each rate is based. 

                                                      
2ACCSC schools are given until July 1, 2014 to include the graduation rate disclosure with the already required graduate 
employment rate disclosure. 
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